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France and Japanese Artists Between the Two World
Wars: Comparing the Cases of SATOMI Katsuzo,
SAKATA Kazuo, and HASEGAWA Kiyoshi

MitAaNI Rika

In the first half of the 20th century, the period between the
two world wars, Paris was the center of art in the world, and
attracted young artists from many countries. Many Japanese
artists were among them, and FOUJITA Tsuguharu (1886—
1968), a painter who had already settled down in France
before World War 1, recalled his surprise at the rapid increase
in the number of Japanese artists in Paris during this period.
In other words, in the time between the two world wars,
Paris was inhabited by many young Japanese artists, but their
experiences varied significantly, despite inhabiting the same
city. This essay examines the experiences of three Japanese
artists based on their own recollections and letters — SATOMI
Katsuzo (1895-1981), SAKATA Kazuo (1889-1956), and
HASEGAWA Kiyoshi (1891-1980), who came to France
during the same period but took different paths. Through this
analysis, we will attempt to clarify what these then-young men
from the Far East experienced as artists in France during the
time between the two world wars. We also expect to gain clues
to the study around the meaning of cross-cultural experiences
for artists and the significance that international cultural
exchange held for the Japanese art world.
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