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A Study on the Relationship Between the Mingei and
the Early Period of Outsider Art in Japan: Concerning
YANAGI Muneyoshi and SHIKIBA Ryuzaburo

HotcHi Kotoori

This study examines the Mingei and the trend in the
pioneering period of outsider art in Japan, with YANAGI
Muneyoshi and SHIKIBA Ryuzaburo as the main figures.
The paper tries to clarify their relationship, as the Mingei
and outsider art were considered outside so-called “art” at
that time. Yanagi, who advocated Mingei, had an interest in
science and psychic spirits, as shown in his early essays, and
had the perception of a "mad person" that was also common
to outsider art. On the other hand, Shikiba, who is regarded
as one of the pioneers of outsider art in Japan, also criticized
the architecture called Nishoutei from a folk art perspective.
It can be said that both of them saw Mingei and outsider art
as somehow in contact with each other. Here, I will figure out
their perceptions of their respective fields and the qualities
they share.
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