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Collaborative Aspects in Zen: Thinking about the
Relationship of Zen with Contemporary Art

FaN Lulu

This study explores the collaborative aspects of Zen
that have historically overlooked in relation to modern art.
Unlike previous studies that focused on the intimate mentor—
disciple “1 on 1” relationship in the context of 1950s—60s
American culture, here I will emphasize collective Zen
practices like Kyoshu (:f&) (joint cultivation) or Kyoju (
FLfE) (cohabitation). The point here is to figure out the
connection between individual growth and mutual cooperation
in Zen based on scriptures like Hekiganroku (¥i###). The
foundational Zen tenet, “All sentient beings possess Buddha-
nature” resonates with Joseph Beuys’s idea that “Everyone is
an artist,” suggesting broader intersections between Zen and
collective artistic practices today.



