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Abstract 

This	paper	aims	to	consider	the	degree	research	concepts	
related	 to	 “Touch”	 were	 able	 to	 be	 incorporated	 into	
creative	space	“Research	Bridge”	activities	 in	2022	and	
2023.	It	includes	documentation	of	displays,	exhibitions,	
events,	and	questionnaire	feedback.	In	addition,	the	ways	
this	 activity	 is	 an	 extension	 of	 Prof.	 Linda	DENNIS’s	
creative	theme	of	‘Touch’	will	be	detailed.	
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Section 1
Introduction

Research	Bridge	is	a	space	on	the	Sagamihara	campus	of	
Joshibi	University	of	Art	and	Design,	where	students	and	
faculty	can	share	research	and	do	projects.	It	aims	to	be	a	
space	to	connect	people,	ideas	and	information.	
Activities	were	 initiated	 in	 September	 2022	 and	 are	

directed	by	Prof.	Linda	DENNIS	of	Joshibi	University.	
The	location	is	 the	glass	walled	hallway	area	on	the	3rd	
Floor	of	Building	No.10	on	 the	Sagamihara	Campus	of	
Joshibi	University	of	Art	and	Design.
At	the	time	of	writing,	3	student-led	and	6	faculty-led	

activities	have	been	held.

　活動報告

Integration of the Research Theme of “Touch” 
into Activities Related to Creative Space 
“Research Bridge”

▲ Linda Dennis

Fig.	1:	Research	Bridge:	glass	walled	hallway,	3F,	Building	10 Fig.	2:	“Toba	Stories	Art	Project	Document	Exhibition”

活動報告— Integration of the Research Theme of “Touch” into Activities Related to Creative Space “Research Bridge”（Linda DENNIS）
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Section 2
Activity Details

In	September	2022,	Research	Bridge	signs	were	installed	
in	 the	space.	An	“Expression	of	 Interest	Questionnaire”	
was	made	to	be	accessed	via	a	QR	code	asking	potential	
users	what	kind	of	activities	they	would	be	interested	in.	
Chairs,	stools	and	tables	were	installed	in	the	space	to	be	
used	freely.
Between	September	 2022	 and	 July	 2023,	 1	 event,	 3	

displays,	and	5	exhibitions	were	held.
 
Student-Led Exhibitions and Events: 
Dec	14	(Wed)	–	23	(Fri)	2022:
“NIICHEBU・SAMU	Exhibition,	The	Amazing	World	of	
Danbooru”

Jan	10	(Wed)	–	16	(Mon)	2023:	
“Nana	KAWAMURA	Exhibition:	One	Step	Beyond”

Jul	4	(Tue)	2023:
Discussion-Gathering	for	Art	and	Culture	students	(event)
 
Teacher-Led Exhibitions / Displays:
Oct	3	(Mon)	–	Nov	22	(Tue)	2022:	
“Toba	Stories	Art	Project	Document	Exhibition”

Nov	25	(Fri)	2022:	
“Flows,	Porcelain	&	Glass	Collaboration	Exhibition”

Nov	30	–	Dec	9	2022:	
PORFOLIO	Display	of	Exchange	Students	Studying	at	
Joshibi	University	of	Art	and	Design,	Sagamihara	Campus,	
in	Semester	2,	2022

Jan	17	(Tue)	–	23	(Mon)	2023:	
Global	Communication	1	Assignment	Exhibition

May	31	(Wed)	–	Jun	21	(Wed)	2023:	
Global	Communication	2	Assignment	Exhibition

Jul	26	(Mon)	–	Aug	14	(Fri)	2023:	
APT	1	–	10,	Asia	Pacific	Triennial	Poster	Display	
 
The	area	of	Research	Bridge	 is	a	 thoroughfare	used	by	
students	and	faculty	to	walk	to	classes,	so	exhibitions	and	
displays	can	be	accessed	easily	and	viewed	as	part	of	daily	
activities.
It	 is	 difficult	 to	 attach	 artworks	directly	 to	 the	glass	

walls	and	so	works	have	been	hung	from	picture	rails	and	
displayed	on	tables.	Due	to	the	open	layout	of	the	space,	it	
is	not	possible	to	provide	extra	security	of	items	displayed.

Background Location

The	Research	Bridge	area	is	located	amongst	classrooms	
and	homerooms	used	by	 students	of	 the	Concentration	
in	Art	and	Culture	and	other	Joshibi	University	students.	
There	are	no	other	communal	areas	 for	 students	 to	use	
on	that	floor.	There	are	attractive	views	through	the	glass	
walls	of	 the	green	grounds	of	 the	Sagamihara	campus.	

Fig.	3:	“Flows,	Porcelain	&	Glass	Collaboration	Exhibition”
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Prior	 to	research	bridge	activities,	 the	area	was	used	for	
the	storage	of	partition	 type	stands	and	was	 rarely	used	
by	students.
 
Social Circumstances
In	2020	and	2021,	due	to	the	influence	of	COVID19,	many	
university	classes	were	held	online.	 In	2022,	 there	was	
a	blend	of	online	classes	and	 in-person	classes.	At	 that	
time,	in	comparison	to	other	Joshibi	University	students,	
students	of	 the	Concentration	 in	Art	and	Culture	 took	a	
high	number	of	lecture	courses	that	continued	to	be	taught	
online	and	had	fewer	opportunities	to	communicate	with	
their	peers	in	person.
In	 addition	 to	 this,	 during	 the	 period	 of	 COVID19	

restrictions,	both	on-campus	and	off-campus	display	and	
exhibition	opportunities	were	limited.
 
Activity Inspiration: “Touch”
The	creation	of	Research	Bridge	 to	be	a	multi-purpose	
creative	 space,	was	 inspired	 byLinda	Dennis’	 creative	
theme	of	Touch.
As	an	artist,	 she	has	worked	with	 this	 theme	for	over	

20	years.	Her	 initial	artworks	were	inspired	by	forms	of	
physical	and	non-physical	abstract	touch	related	to	society	
and	culture.	However,	after	experiencing	the	2011	Great	
East	Japan	Earthquake,	her	activities	evolved	with	a	new	
focus	 of	 creating	ways	 to	 bring	 people	 “In	 touch”.	 In	
2014,	she	established	the	Touch	Base	Creative	Network,	
as	a	way	of	connecting	people,	ideas,	and	information.	It	
functions	as	a	platform	for	creative	research,	and	project	
development.

This	led	to	her	developing	socially	engaged	“Toba	Stories	
Art	 Projects”	 (2017,	 2019,	 2021,	 2023)	 in	 regional	
Japan.	 In	 these	projects,	 students	created	and	exhibited	
site	 specific	 artworks	 in	 various	 areas	 in	 the	 city	 of	
Toba.	Artworks	were	exhibited	 inside	non-gallery	areas,	
including	shops,	company	show	windows,	community	run	
buildings,	 temples,	 and	outdoors	near	 local	 landmarks.	
The	works	were	easily	accessible	and	could	be	viewed	by	
interested	parties	and	passively	by	passersby.		

ARToba	Art	Space	established	and	directed	by	Linda	
DENNIS	between	2018	and	2021	also	served	as	inspiration	
for	the	creation	of	Research	Bridge.	This	was	a	window	
gallery	created	in	a	shop	front	of	a	former	stationery	store	
in	the	central	Toba	area.	The	shop	area	was	used	for	events	
and	workshops.	At	other	times,	artworks	could	be	viewed	
through	the	shop	windows	by	people	walking	and	driving	
past	the	building.

Gradually,	 she	 identified	 the	 keywords	 “Connection”,	
“Communication”,	“Collaboration”	and	“Community”	as	
ways	of	describing	ways	people	are	brought	“In	Touch”.

Section 3
Research Bridge Activity Aims

Aligned	with	her	creative	 theme	of	Touch,	 in	 the	period	
of	2022	when	COVID	related	restrictions	were	partially	
relaxed,	Prof.	Linda	DENNIS	aimed	to	provide	attractive	
on-campus	activities	 in	 the	hope	of	bringing	student	 IN	
TOUCH	outside	of	the	online	realm.	
In	particular,	she	felt	the	students	of	the	Concentration	

in	Art	and	Culture	were	in	need	of	on-campus	stimulation	
for	 CONNECTION,	 COLLABORATION,	 and	
COMMUNITY	building	 to	encourage	 them	 to	come	 to	
campus	despite	many	of	their	classes	continuing	to	be	held	
online.
An	additional	aim	was	for	Art	and	Culture	students	to	

explore	new	ways	to	COMMUNICATE	their	research	to	
others.

It	 is	 hoped	 that	 student-led	 activities	 will	 increase	 as	
students	become	more	familiar	with	Research	Bridge	and	
its	possibilities.

Activity Methods
In	 the	“Expression	of	 Interest	Questionnaire”	produced	
in	Sept	2022,	various	suggestions	were	listed	as	possible	
activities,	including:
    -		Class	Documentation	Displays
    -		Student	Portfolio	Displays

活動報告— Integration of the Research Theme of “Touch” into Activities Related to Creative Space “Research Bridge”（Linda DENNIS）
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    -		Publication	Displays
    -		Student	Exhibitions
    -		Small	Workshops
    -		Discussion	Sessions
    -		Student	Notice	Board
    -		Free	Use	of	Tables	and	Chairs

The	“Toba	Stories	Art	Project	Document	Exhibition”	was	
held	to	model	how	to	hang	works	and	display	materials	in	
the	space.	
Picture	 frames,	hanging	wires,	 tables	and	chairs	were	

made	available	for	student	use.
Individual	students	and	faculty	were	encouraged	to	use	

Research	Bridge	for	 their	activities.	Collaborations	with	
faculty	were	initiated	to	produce	exhibitions	and	displays.

Section 4
Research Bridge Activity Feedback

To	evaluate	the	activities	held	over	the	period	of	one	year	
(2022-2023),	a	questionnaire	for	Research	Bridge	Activity	

Feedback	was	 created	 in	August	 2023	 and	 emailed	 to	
related	Joshibi	students	and	faculty.	
Feedback	 received	 was	 very	 constructive,	 with	 all	

respondents	giving	positive	feedback	about	the	activities.	
Responses	are	detailed	in	Figs.	4	&	5	and	Appendix	1	&	
2	and	will	be	used	to	inform	future	activities	of	Research	
Bridge.

People	 were	 asked	 to	 check	 keywords	 they	 felt	
were	 related	 to	 Research	 Bridge	 activities.	 Selection	
percentages:	TOUCH:	 41.7%,	CONNECTION:	 100%,	
COMMUNICATION:	75%,	COLLABORATION:	66.7%,	
COMMUNITY:	66.7%.
Interestingly,	 100%	 of	 respondents	 selected	

CONNECTION	as	a	 related	keyword,	but	only	around	
40%	of	respondents	felt	TOUCH	was	a	related	keyword.	
This	may	be	due	to	people	strongly	associating	the	word	
TOUCH	with	physical	 touch,	 rather	 than	more	abstract	
forms	of	touch.	

Conclusion

Questionnaire	 feedback	 indicated	 that	 research	
concepts	 related	 to	 the	 creative	 theme	 of	 “TOUCH”	
such	 as	 CONNECTION,	 COMMUNICATION,	
COLLABORATION,	and	COMMUNITY	were	seen	to	be	
successfully	incorporated	into	Research	Bridge	activities.	
However,	 the	word	TOUCH	itself	was	considered	 to	be	
less	 related.	 Interpretation	 of	 this	 result	 needs	 further	
research	on	my	part.

Fig.	4:	Research	Bridge	Activity	Feedback

Fig.	5:	Research	Bridge	Activity	Feedback
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クリエイティブ・スペース「リサーチ・ブリッジ」の活動
に研究テーマ「タッチ」を組み込む試み

リンダ・デニス

　本稿の目的は、2022 年と 2023 年のクリエイティブ・スペー
ス「リサーチ・ブリッジ」の活動において、「タッチ」に関する
研究コンセプトがどの程度取り入れられたかを考察すること
である。展示、展覧会、イベント、アンケートのフィードバッ
クなどを記録する。さらに、この活動がリンダ・デニスの創造
的テーマである「タッチ」の延長線上にある方法についても詳
述する。

QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES
Reuben Keehan Curator,	Queensland	Art	Gallery,	Australia

- I enjoyed collaborating on the APT Research Bridge 
presentation

What	KEYWORDS	do	you	 feel	 are	 related	 to	 the	Research	
Bridge	Activities.
- Connection, Communication, Collaboration, Community
Other	Keywords?
- History, frameworks, information

What	kind	of	Research	Bridge	Activities	do	you	want	to	see.
- Research Displays, Activities linking lectures and 
discussions with research presentations

What	are	some	positive	points	or	merits	in	regard	
to	RESEARCH	BRIDGE	activities?
- Research Bridge is a flexible, accessible, affordable 
platform for sharing research, with a beautiful view!

QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES
KATO Naoko Associate	Professor,	Joshibi	University

What	KEYWORDS	do	you	 feel	 are	 related	 to	 the	Research	
Bridge	Activities.
TOUCH, Connection, Communication, Collaboration
Other	Comments:
I was able to deeply understand the purpose of Professor 
Linda Dennisʼs activities by working with her in Toba. 
Connecting people and things is very beneficial not only for 
art but also for many other things, and I think that telling the 
stories that are created there is a very good way to involve 
consumers and viewers in the issue and get everyone thinking 
about how to solve problems.
I hope there will be more opportunities for students to 
connect with each other on campus.

Fig.	6:	‘APT	1	-	10,	Asia	Pacific	Triennial	Poster	Display”	view Fig.	7:	“Flows,	Porcelain	&	Glass	Collaboration	Exhibition”	view

活動報告— Integration of the Research Theme of “Touch” into Activities Related to Creative Space “Research Bridge”（Linda DENNIS）
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Figs.	14–16:	“PORTFOLIO	Display”	view

Figs.	11–13:	“Flows,	Porcelain	&	Glass	Collaboration	Exhibition”	view

Toba Stories Art Project Document Exhibition
Oct 3 (Mon) – Nov 22 (Tue) 2022

PORFOLIO Display of Exchange Students Studying at Joshibi University of Art and Design, Sagamihara Campus, in Semester 2, 2022
Nov 30 – Dec 9 2022

Figs.	8–10:	“Toba	Stories	Art	Project	Document	Exhibition”	view

Flows, Porcelain & Glass Collaboration Exhibition
Nov 25 (Fri) 2022
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Fig.	23:	“Nana	KAWAMURA	Exhibition”	view

Figs.	20–22:	“Nana	KAWAMURA	Exhibition”	view

NIICHEBU・SAMU Exhibition, The Amazing World of Danbooru
Dec 14 (Wed) – 23 (Fri) 2022

Figs.	17–19:	NIICHEBU・SAMU	Exhibition	view

Nana KAWAMURA Exhibition: One Step Beyond
Jan 10 (Wed) – 16 (Mon) 2023

QUESTIONNAIRE FEEDBACK
Nana KAWAMURA
Graduate	of	Joshibi	University

What	KEYWORDS	do	you	 feel	 are	 related	 to	 the	Research	
Bridge	Activities.
- TOUCH, CONNECTION, COMMUNITY
Other	Keywords?
- CHANCE	 (Opportunity	 to	be	seen	by	students	and	faculty	
who	happen	to	be	passing	by)

What	kind	of	Research	Bridge	Activities	do	you	want	to	see.
- Research Displays, Student Exhibitions, Creative Spaces, 
Exhibitions by graduates

What	are	some	positive	points	or	merits	in	regard	to	RESEARCH	
BRIDGE	activities?
- I was able to exhibit in a space that was well lit by natural 
light.

What	 are	 some	 negative	 points	 or	 demerits	 in	 regard	 to	
RESEARCH	BRIDGE	activities?
- I felt that the awareness of RESEARCH BRIDGE among 
current students was a little low.

Other	Comments:
- I was delighted to have a solo exhibition at RESEARCH 
BRIDGE. I especially want current students to know that 
there is such a place, and I believe that not only Sagamihara 
students but also Suginami students would like to exhibit 
their works.

活動報告— Integration of the Research Theme of “Touch” into Activities Related to Creative Space “Research Bridge”（Linda DENNIS）
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Figs.	30–32:	APT	1	-	10,	Asia	Pacific	Triennial	Poster	Display

Figs.	27–29:	Global	Communication	2	Assignment	Exhibition

Global Communication 1 Assignment Exhibition
Jan 17 (Tue) – 23 (Mon) 2023

APT 1 - 10, Asia Pacific Triennial Poster Display
Jul 26 (Mon) – Aug 14 (Fri) 2023

Figs.	24–26:	Global	Communication	1	Assignment	Exhibition

Global Communication 2 Assignment Exhibition
May 31 (Wed) – Jun 21 (Wed) 2023
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APPENDIX 1: QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES and TRANSLATIONS

活動報告— Integration of the Research Theme of “Touch” into Activities Related to Creative Space “Research Bridge”（Linda DENNIS）
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APPENDIX 2: QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES and TRANSLATIONS


