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Representation of Plants and Spatial Consciousness in
Japanese Paintings: The Relation between Previous Works
of Artists after OGATA Korin and Author’s Own Works

IKEYA Takako

I repeatedly depict plants in my Japanese paintings. My
expression is characterized by my free arrangement and
composition of plants on the canvas, sometimes without
considering perspective depth. This is because I expect plants
to symbolize an abstract view of the world, rather than to
depict a specific realistic scene.

Generally, a painting is a representation of three-
dimensional space, as seen by the human eye, on a two-
dimensional plane. However, many paintings in the East omit
the depiction of space and directly place plants against no
background. For example, OGATA Korin’s Irises, depicts
plants on a background treated with only one color. While the
plants are realistically depicted, the space surrounding them
can be seen as extremely abstract. Furthermore, in the works
of TANAKA Isson, a Japanese-style painter (1908—1977),
there are two types of paintings: one treats the background
other than plants as a single color, like Korin did , and the
other in which the sea and sky are depicted in the distance.

What are the differences between the spatial treatment
unique to Oriental paintings and my own works? In this
article, I focus on plants as a motif, analyze the spatial
expression in Japanese paintings since the modern era, and
compare and discuss them with regard to my own works.
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