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Letters written by Saheita, Yokoi Tamako’s husband,

and his younger brother Daihei before and after their stay
in the United States (10): from the archive of the family
Yokoi in the Kumamoto University

Tsutsumi Katsuhiko

This letter was written by Hosokawa Moriyoshi (flilJI1
i#32) to Yokoi Saheita (f#H:/2°-K) in Japan. Moriyoshi’s
father was the lord of Higo han (li##), and his elder brother
Morihisa (#/X) was the governor of Higo han. Moriyoshi was
studying abroad at his own expense with Iwao Toshisada (5
$#219) and his young brother. Moriyoshi decided to study in
England, but I do not understand the reason behind it.

He had nothing to worry about and his life was
economically comfortable in England. It hugely differed from
Yokoi Saheita’s life in America.

Moriyoshi had a free, rich and leisurely life, and he enjoyed
various new experiences. He wrote to Saheita it was right to
study in England and reported about his daily life boastfully.

For example, he wrote about the conducive environment
for studying, his interest in English literature, studying
French, traveling alone in Scotland and sightseeing in the
Alps, meeting Japanese friends in England, his interest in
political science, and so on. He also wrote about the Industrial
Revolution and the Franco-Prussian War.

However, Moriyoshi had a guilty conscience about leaving
Iwao in America, and he told that he was ready to fulfill his
responsibility. Meanwhile, Moriyoshi implied a strong self-
justification to Iwao.

Moriyoshi planned to temporarily return to Japan for his
mother and informed Saheita of a sea route he planned to
follow. He told that he was looking forward to meeting many
old friends again, and that he surmised that Saheita might be
a senior vice minister of the navy of Japan as well.
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