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A Study of Artworks Dealing with Sexual Minorities
Related to China Since the 1990s

Yu Xiaokai

In China, a 1997 revision of the Criminal Law removed
the classification of sexual intercourse between homosexuals
as criminal activity. However, while the fear of being
punished for such acts disappeared, the pressure on same-sex
relationships did not. It is no exaggeration to say that it is
almost impossible to exhibit artworks on sexual minorities
in mainland China. However, Taiwan held an LGBTQ+
exhibition titled “Spectrosynthesis” at the Museum of
Contemporary Art, Taipei (MoCA Taipei) in 2017, and the
third exhibition in the same series was held at Tai Kwun
Contemporary in Hong Kong. These exhibitions showcased
works by artists whose creations were difficult to exhibit in
mainland China and highlighted the challenges and deep-
rooted values faced by sexual minorities. This research report
discusses the artworks of two artists, Xiyadie and Ho Tam,
whose works about male homosexuality were exhibited in the
“Spectrosynthesis” series. In addition to these two artists, the
works of filmmaker Hao Zhou, who is of a similar generation
to the author, are also discussed. Hao Zhou's films take a close
look at the social issues (formal marriage, surrogate mothers,
etc.) that the new generation of homosexuals must now
face, from the perspective of those involved. Through these
artworks, I analyzed the identity struggles, oppression, and
other challenges faced by sexual minorities in the context of
the social conditions surrounding homosexuality in mainland
China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan since the 1990s.

1990 ERLBEDFEICEIET 21727 ILA/ )T 4 BJ/SERITOVTORHE (& BEgl) 49



