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A Representation of an I-novelist: Life and Works of Koki
Tetsutaro

YokoYAMA Shuichiro

Koki Tetsutaro (1899-1954) was a Japanese novelist and
short story writer active during the Taisho and Showa periods
of Japan. He began his career as a journalist with Kaizo, one of
Japan’s major socialist magazines and publishing companies
that created a sensation in the literary world of the late 1920s.
He worked with many writers, namely Mushanokoji Saneatsu,
Shiga Naoya, and Kasai Zenzo.

After six or seven years of working as a journalist of Kaizo,
Koki began to write fiction and his first story Nikko Yumoto
nite (At Nikko Yumoto) written under the influence of Kasai
Zenzd in 1926 was published in 1931.

Koki is generally considered as an “I-novelist.” “I-novel”
is the most striking feature of modern Japanese literature and
a literary form that uses the author’s subjective recollection
of his own experience; however, there is little agreement as
to what distinguishes it from other kinds of autobiographical
fiction.

Many “I-novel” writers, including Kasai Zenzo, tended to
derive a masochistic pleasure from disclosing not only their
contemptible actions but also shameful thoughts that never
overtly manifested themselves and sacrificed their family to
create.

Koki had respect for Kasai but did not write like him. For
Kasai, the only way to write his “I-novels” was destroying
himself. Koki was a truthful observer of his daily life, and
the plots of his short stories— he did not write full-length
novels—are directly derived from personal memories and
experiences, but with a Japanese reticence stopped short of
full revelations.

Although Koki’s “I-novels” were not widely read, it does
not signify his inability of creating original works; his works
are testaments of his sincerity and constitute his personal
world.





