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Letters written by Saheita, Yokoi Tamako’s husband, and
his younger brother Daihei before and after their stay in
the United States (6): from the archive of the family Yokoi
in the Kumamoto University

Tsutsumi Katsuhiko

Yokoi Saheita (FH:/:7-K) s brother Daihei (K3 returned
to Japan from America for pneumonia in autumn of 1869.
Subsequently, Daihei (K°F) lived in Higo han’s esteate (fIl!
%R0 in Nagasaki (FIR), and sought a remedy for his
pneumonia. Daihei wrote a letter (A148) to Yokoi’s family in
Higo han.

In this letter, Daihei was concerned that Saheita did not

enter Annapolis Naval Academy smoothly, and he requested
Nomura Morihide, governor of Nagasaki prefecture (Rl
HIFREF) for admission in the same school. Later, Daihei
received Saheita’s letter from America; he informed about
his successful admission to the academy at last. Daihei felt
relieved when he read that news.
Daihei resolved to do an important project, but he did not
give details about it to his family . I believe it was the opening
of“Kumamoto yogakko” (FEAVEAL) that promoted western
learning in Kumamoto.

Higo han had ordered a new iron steamship (named
Ryujyomaru) from England. Daihei visited to see the ship
when it arrived at the Nagasaki port. He heard that Ushijima
Goichiro (4l #—Ef) who learned warship navigation
from Higo han and others would come to receive the ship.
I explained about the warships in Saga han and the foreign
warships purchased by Higo han in this article.

In addition, Daihei was afraid that Yokoi’s family could not
prepare for New Year’s day because of shortage of assistance.
Moreover, he was worried about Yokoi Tsuseko, Yokoi
Shonan’s wife, falling seriously ill, and he gave haori (),
a short coat for formal wear, as a present for Miyako, Shonan’s
daughter.

Concluding this letter, Daihei wrote that he drank a cup
of raw milk every day, and expressed how much better it
was than processed milk. He thanked Yoshio Keisai (5
77), who was Daihei’s family doctor, for the advice for his
pneumonia.



