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The significance of Ho Hsiang-ning’s study abroad in
Japan: Focusing on the encounter with “Joshibi”

INAGI Yoshikazu

Since its foundation in 1900, Joshibi University of Art and
Design (Joshibi) has accepted many international students
from China and has produced many graduates. One of them is
Ho Hsiang-ning, who survived the turbulent 20th century of
China, as a revolutionary / politician and a painter / artist.

This article examines the significance of her studies at
Joshibi, during which she spent more than eight years in Japan
in her mid-twenties, in defining her life at the age of 94.

In 1909, Ho Hsiang-ning enrolled the Japanese Painting
Department of Joshibi, as Sun Yat-sen had asked her to design
and produce military flags and other military items for the
armed uprising in China. She had been learning Japanese
painting privately with Tanaka Raisho for a year before she
entered Joshibi.Fortunately, from1909 at Joshibi, she was
able to learn not only Japanese painting but also handicraft
techniques such as embroidery and sewing to meet Sun Yat-
sen’s demands. Even before enrollment, Joshibi had a Ho
Hsiang-ning cousin and a child of an overseas Chinese and
Joshibi was a familiar school for her. At Joshibi, she learned
Japanese painting with Hashidate Shisen. Tanaka Rarisho and
Hashidate Shisen were pupils of Kawabata Gyokusho, the
great Japanese painter of the time.

Before coming to Japan to study, she had learned painting
in China as a taste of a cultured person. When she came to
Japan to study, she encountered Japanese paintings, which
were completely different from Chinese paintings, and was
so fascinated by them that she volunteered to learn them.
Tanaka Raisho brought out her talent for painting and her
education at joshibi, led by Hashidate Shisen, encouraged her
to do so.Despite the harsh fate of her revolutionary career, Ho
Hsiang-ning never lost the passion for painting that she had
acquired during her studies in Japan.
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