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Research on Rontgen Kunstinstitut:
Practice of material archiving

Suzuki Moeka

This research aims to clarify the activities of “Rdntgen
Kunstinstitut (hereinafter referred to as Roentgen),” which
was a contemporary art gallery that was active from 1991 to
1995 and symbolized the art scene of the 90s.

At that time many of the major art galleries were based
in Ginza and Aoyama in the art scene in Tokyo. Around the
same time, Roentgen was established by IKEUCHI Tsutomu in
Omori, one of Tokyo’s warehouse districts, and immediately
became an emerging spot in the Japanese contemporary art
scene. There were few art galleries and museums specializing
in contemporary art in Japan, and Roentgen was run as an
experimental place of art in comparison to other commercial
art galleries. It especially supported the activities of young
artists like MURAKAMI Takashi and Mikami Seiko who were
regarded as representative artists in Japan. Roentgen always
sought new ideas from them, and got a great deal of attention
from not only the art community but also ordinary people.

SAWARAGI Noi , an art critic, had remarked in the “Buutsu
TecHo/May 2005 issue” how Roentgen had suddenly appeared
as an alternative gallery that accommodated dissatisfied young
artists. However, due to relatively short-term activities, there
have been no studies or exact information on the historical
importance of Roentgen in the Japanese contemporary art
scene, with no memories of the people who were involved at
the time.

This study reviewed four projects—a public interview with
the founder, two exhibitions held in 2019, and my publishing
activities on ZINE, which covered Roentgen. Conducting
the above-mentioned research and organizing the findings
would be the first step in compiling information on Rontgen
Kunstinstitut and Japanese contemporary art in the 90s, which
would contribute to the art history archives of Japan.
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