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Letters written by Saheita, Yokoi Tamako’s husband, and
his younger brother Daihei before and after their stay in
the United States (7) :from the archive of the family Yokoi
in the Kumamoto University

Tsursumi Katsuhiko

The two Yokoi Saheita (EiH:/=F-K) letters were found in the
Motoda Eifu Relation Books (GGHIASEIE ), with which
many researchers made use of them to write about his American
life. However, these researchers have not written about his
wavering mind from the perspective and depth of psychology.

Saheita was the oldest foreign student who had lived in
New Brunswick in America. He named and introduced 45
foreign students from numerous Hans in Japan of whom 21
were located in America, 18 in England, and others.

Perhaps he wanted to say that Higo han’s foreign students
were too few to compare with those from other hans. He had
joined Annapolis naval academy and could, therefore, speak
about academic life concretely and in detail — for instance, on
details concerning the curriculum of many lessons, the life in
boardinghouse, events, and so on.

Saheita took care of foreign students in New Brunswick
who hailed from other hans and would promise to tend Higo
han’s foreign-based students in the future with the belief that
“Seeing is believing.” He persuaded others to study abroad
and also gave advice about how to go overseas to America..

Saheita emphasized that it was possible to master all
subjects taught abroad by gathering innate talent of each
student depending on their specialties. Furthermore, he stated
that it was necessary to start studying as young as possible to
master western wisdom.

Through his experience attending the Annapolis naval
academy, he realized that English was the most important
aspect for a master of western wisdom. Saheita expressed his
discontent of not being able to master many lessons due to the
lack of language skill, and showed great disappointment. He
lined up eligible candidates as those who 1) had been studying
since their infancy, 2) had the ability to communicate and
write in English, and 3) had literary talent with cool head,
being at the age of 15 or 16.

Saheita applied to enter the Annapolis naval academy
after long-standing efforts, but was aggrieved because he
found difficulty in studying at this institution. He desperately
wanted to be replaced by younger men. He gradually lost his
confidence and strongly wished to escape as soon as possible.

Saheita experienced extreme mental weakness and had
hoped to return to Japan early; therefore, he had made the
mistake of writing 1870 as 1871 and did not even notice this
error. I think this is a sign that he was struggling deeply.
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