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Abstract

This paper aims to consider the project “DIVERSITY
IN LIFE, Cross-cultural Communication in the Studio
of Joshibi University of Art and Design” in order to gain
insights for new curriculum development.

Following documentation of key elements of the project,
and student and co-director responses, a new subject
outline is suggested.

Finally, the ways this activity is an extension of project
co-director Linda DENNIS’s creative theme of ‘Touch’
will be detailed.
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Section 1. Activity Background:
Introduction

The DIVERSITY IN LIFE project was developed

when professors of Joshibi University with an interest
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in collaborative research came together, after identifying
a need for increased on-campus cultural exchange
opportunities.

The project co-directors, Professor Tomoko FUKUSHI,
Associate Professor Daisuke ABE, and Associate Professor
Linda DENNIS had previously worked together for the
“Joint Exhibition of Joshibi University of Art and Design,
and Loughborough University: Olympics and Culture —
Tracings, Projections, and Intersections, and shared an

interest in cross-cultural collaboration.

Section 2. Key Elements: “DIVERSITY
IN LIFE, Cross-cultural Communication
in the Studio of Joshibi University of Art
and Design” Project

The project “DIVERSITY IN LIFE, Cross-cultural
Communication in the Studio of Joshibi University of Art
and Design” (Appendix 1) was held in 2019 in cooperation
between Joshibi University of Art and Design and Art
Laboratory Hashimoto, a gallery run by Sagamihara City.
An exhibition of student artworks and related events were
held at Art Laboratory Hashimoto from 23 Nov — 8 Dec
2019. The project was co-directed by Professor Tomoko
FUKUSHI, Associate Professor Daisuke ABE, and
Associate Professor Linda DENNIS of Joshibi University.

In May 2019, a project explanation, and call for
participants of Japanese and other nationalities was made
to Ist year undergraduate oil painting students, and 1st
year master’s printmaking students. Twenty students
participated, with 12 being of Japanese nationality, and 8
of other nationalities. Project meetings were held between
June and November. A key element was the formation of
groups of students of different nationalities.

Following the exhibition held in Nov 2019, a catalog



was produced including texts written by faculty, students,

and other related persons.

Section 3. Student and Faculty Responses

At the end of the project, a de-briefing was held, and
students were asked to fill out a questionnaire. It should
be noted however that we were only able to receive
questionnaire responses from 11 students.

Student questionnaire responses (Table 1) indicate
that the majority of respondents felt they benefited from
project participation and were able to engage in cultural
exchange and collaborate on artwork making, even though
the project was difficult for them.

The majority also responded that participation in
this project, brought about changes to their daily life at
Joshibi, and changes in their thinking about the theme:
“DIVERSITY IN LIFE Cross-Cultural Communication In
the Studio of Joshibi University of Art and Design”.

Student suggestions for future activities (Table 2)
included having a more concentrated schedule, chances
to interact with older students, more time for choosing
group members, chances to do both individual and
collaborative artwork making, having an increased number

of participants, and a chance to use different tools.

Comments by faculty (Table 3) concentrated on
elements to be considered for inclusion in future projects.
Key points brought up were: provision of studio space
and in-class time for artwork making, incorporating a
borderless approach in the project structure, group making

and group support.

Section 4. New Curriculum Suggestions

The above feedback was used to develop a subject
suggestion (Appendix 2) for series of 15 weekly classes of
90 minutes in length, in which students can gain academic

credit.

AR

of

The proposed elective subject is structured to allow
enrollment by any undergraduate student of Joshibi
University, thus promoting possible interaction between
various majors and grades, in addition to the aim of
promoting interaction between students of Japanese and

other nationalities.

Section 5. TOUCH: Conceptual Relationship
to Creative theme of ‘Touch’

My motivation for developing suggestions for this new
curriculum stems from my background as an artist making
artworks based on the theme of ‘Touch’. I am interested
in incorporating key concepts, such as Connection,
Communication, and Collaboration, related to the theme
of ‘Touch’ into curriculum design. Previous attempts
include the Service Learning subjects, Toba Stories Art
Projects held in 2017 and 2019. In those projects, in
cooperation with members of local citizen groups, students
of Joshibi University produced and exhibited works in the
town inspired by the stories of the people of Toba. Other
examples are the international joint exhibition project held
as part of Overseas Art Studies 2A & B subjects for Art
and Culture students of Joshibi University.

Conclusion

Feedback from students and faculty involved in the 2019
DIVERSITY IN LIFE project provided valuable insights
for new curriculum development.

However since the 2019 project, the effects of
COVID-19 in 2020 has led to many changes in terms of
campus life and student interactions. These new changes
will need to be considered and adjustments may be needed

to the proposed subject outline before implementation.
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Appendix 1: Project Schedule 2019

June 19 (18:20 - 19:50)
— Project Intro & Schedule Check.
— Self Introductions using artworks.

— Write Pair preferences.

June 26 (18:20 - 19:50)

— Announce groups.

— Give Group Sketchbooks. Explain use.

— Artwork viewing in groups.

— Discussion: Project theme “Diversity in Life” & related key
words.

Homework assignment (By July 3rd):

— Meet your partners.

— Make a list of Group Themes/keyword(s) for inspiration for
your artwork making.

— Group Sketchbook: Write a comment about one of your group

member’s artwork (English 100 words or Japanese 200 kanji).

July 3 (16:40 - 18:10)

— Visit Art Lab Hashimoto.

— Activity: Take video and photos of your trip. Homework
assignment:

— Make a 1-minute video, or select photos (Hashimoto or other
area).

— Group Sketchbook: Do something related to your keyword(s)
on two pages.

July 17 (18:00 - 19:30)
— Show videos and photos.

— Prof Abe and Prof Dennis artwork presen— tation and

collaboration hints.

— Discuss ideas for artwork making. HOW to do shared research
or collaboration.

Homework Assignment:

— Make a group Summer Vacation Artwork Plan. Write in group
sketchbook.

— Group Sketchbook: Do something related to your keyword(s)

’_ 2

on two pages (sketch, photos, collage, etc). 2019/7/3 Art Lab Hashimoto

July 31 (16:40 - 18:10)

Group Sketchbook Presentations.

Talk about your Summer Vacation Artwork Plan.

Homework assignment:

— Make a schedule for communication / artwork making in
summer vacation.

— Group Sketchbook: Do something related to your keyword(s)
on two pages (sketch, photos, collage, etc).

2019/7/17
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Sept 18 (16:40 - 18:10)

— Vacation artwork presentations. Homework: What will you do
for the exhibition? Make an artwork plan with your partner.

— Group Sketchbook: Do something related to your keyword(s)

on two pages (sketch, photos, collage, etc).

Sept 25 (16:40 - 18:10)

— What will you do for the exhibition? Make an artwork plan with
your partner.

— Show the artwork plan in your group sketch— book.

Homework: Fill out the exhibition plan sheet.

Oct 2 (16:40 - 18:10)
Exhibition Sheet discussion. Finish writing exhibition plans.

Decide exhibition spaces.

Oct 9 (16:40 - 18:10)

Each group presents their exhibition plan sheets.

Oct 16 (16:40 - 18:10)
Artwork Progress Check (Room 818). Each group to show
artwork. Check group plan sheet. Check project schedule. Write

group schedule on calendar. Check artwork progress.

Nov 6 (16:40 - 18:10)
Final Artwork Check (Room 818).

Nov 13 (16:40 - 18:10)

Artwork Transportation Preparation.

Nov 16 Sat & 17 Sun
Artwork set up at Art Lab Hashimoto.

Nov 20 (16:40 - 18:10)

Finish artwork set up.

Nov 23 Sat Exhibition start.

— 1pm — 2pm: Student Live painting.

—2pm — 3:30pm: Student Artwork presentation.
—3:30pm — 5pm: Open Discussion.

— 5:30pm — Opening Reception.

Dec 1 Sat
—2pm — 4pm: Workshop: Eggshell Mosaic.

— 10am — S5pm: Open Workshop: Drink Drawing.

Dec 8 Sun

Last day of exhibition. Take down artworks.
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Table 1: Art Lab Hashimoto Project Questionnaire
Eleven of the twenty participants filled out this questionnaire.

T—hIRELEETOV VN T

Questions Yes No

T BMLTED2ETTH? 11 0
Was participating in this project good for you?

2| Zo7AYIYV M EBLTIRATAHTENTEX LS ? 10 0
Were you able to interact with students (cultural exchange etc) through this project?

3| oAy hEELLDIETID? 10 1
Was this project difficult for you?

4 co7Ovy b EBL THERET S ENTERLED? 9 2
Were you able to collaborate on making artworks through this project?

5| EATERTAHEDHOTRL DI TIN? 11
Was it good for you to have an exhibition off campus?

6| Zo7ayzy MCBMLTEEEEICEbEH YT LD ? 9 2
Through participation in this project, was there any change to your daily life at Joshibi?

7| TDIVERSITY IN LIFE Z3EATR~BIEDIRIEN S ] LWV T—RICDWVT ERITEL 9 2
lEdELh?

Is there any change in your thinking about this theme: “DIVERSITY IN LIFE Cross
Cultural Communication — In the Studio”.

8 | ZO&SBTOVIY MHREILHZIHBE. HOTORVEERSITLIFHYEIH? | See Tabie | See Tabie
If this project was to be held again, what do you think would be good to include? 2 2

Table 2: Question 8 Responses of Art Lab Hashimoto Project Questionnaire
Q8: ZDESETAY LY bHRELHZHE. HOORVEEBRSTLIEHIETH?
Q.8:If this project was to be held again, what do you think would be good to include?

Responses

Student1 | BAEROTEHEES2RERSIDT. HEVEWTT,
A lot of things were provided for us, so not really.

Student2 | Noresponse

Student3 | EDFEDAEEMT BERHIELL,
| would like to have a chance to interact with the older students.

Student4 | It would be helpful if you could introduce yourself at greater length, or rather, separate yourself
from those who are more passive or strong-willed when deciding on members.
LOERVBSZBNEWVND D, AVN=RODEE, 2O ERFHNBEAEL. BEDRVAEDS
TANBEBDYET,

Student5 | Noresponse

Student6 | Noresponse

Student7 | BEAFWEEHBERHERAH > EORVWERWVET,
| think it would be good to have both one-person and collaborative projects.

Student8 | A7 ¥V a—/UEFESICERTNIERVWEBNET,

The schedule should be even more concentrated.

Student9 | AHAZIFNIELWNERD,

[ think it would be better if there were more people.

Student 10 | W —JLDEWLAIFE LY,
| want different tools.

Student 11 | No response
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Table 3: Comments from Faculty in Regard to Q.8 of the Questionnaire
Q8: ZDES5HETOAV Y bHRELHBHE. HOORVWEEBRSTLEHIETH?
Q.8:1If this project was to be held again, what do you think would be good to include?

Name & Role Comment
FUKUSHI SENEFFHEDFEBFIEREDNBRTEE LIzH BRWEFTLEED). BETHER
Tomoko TB7 M) TEDFEHNE LD DD T. SEIETOY U MEEFRY > S fFRARRE

(Project Co- director)

5. HERERBODHDAR—IADMEIZEBVE LIz, 7AY Y MRICEFAT
WERBTETOTC. MOFEPHBICHLERERF OTHS5 D LEL5BDHITIEKR
FREBOWE L

We managed to secure a studio space for the students to work in this time (although
it was a small space), but it was difficult to coordinate with spaces used for other
classes, so | think we need a space that can be used for the entire duration of the
project and with more leeway in the future. | think it is important to hold debriefing
sessions after the project to get other students and faculty interested in the project.

ABE Daisuke
(Project Co- director)

ZTNZTNEADEWEZ B LT, FHE. BR F4 HEEBDT. R—4 L XITED
DM CEDRERNTERSERBVGEEBVET,

It would be nice to have an exhibition that allows borderless connections and
exchanges between students and faculty, regardless of grade level, major, or faculty,
through their individual work.

Linda DENNIS
(Project Co- director)

FEORT, fERAIEE T 2REEE > EANTEVWE BT, EENDERHIC
TIW—=T TRV 21— )VERGDIFH L WNERCE LIz, L L. HEADEBTD
FEBLOITME. BERRNAEIROBRZIBPT LD TEERDDLER
W&,

I think it would be good to include more time to do artwork making “in class”. | felt it
was difficult for students to make group schedules for this outside class times. Having
said this, | believe that contact between students outside of class is valuable,
including giving extra opportunities for interesting cultural and artistic exchanges.

HAYASHI
Wataru
(Research Associate)

TIV—=TT=0TnTaY 17 FDBE. FEETEEDEFN—2 3 VITEHGEL
FOCTN—EYTHETBZEND LELWERLCE Lz, $OHVIL—TTOBNEE
EBEHET. BNECBEEPHAL. STEEZ X VBEGI EDTESHWEERIDS
ITEBEDICBVE L,

In the case of group work projects, | feel it is a little difficult to group students quickly
so that there is no difference in their motivation levels. | think that, by calling students
to apply as groups for project participation, it would be a good opportunity to
nurture their independence, cooperation, and planning skills.

SAKAUCHI
Naomi
(Research Associate)

TIV—TORTEBDIEERITRY DR TWeDHRUCTE Y F Lz, mANKEL
EEBITE D EDICHELHFCYR— FAERDERBVEBVET,

| ' was concerned that the amount of work done by students within groups was
uneven. It would be good if the teachers and assistants could provide support to help
students share the workload more evenly.

LTFEMAFHERLE $B515




Appendix 2: Subject Suggestion (fZ3£52%)

Subject Title (#£%44 ) : Diversity in Life 24 /N\—>7 4 4> 5147

Keywords: international exchange, multicultural exchange, diversity, collaboration, artwork making,
bilingual

BEF—U—F BBOR. ZXEORESHRE. IS5RL— 3 >0 6tk N1 U AL

Textbook ( ##}2& ): DIVERSITY IN LIFE Catalog %2 0%

Class Content (IZERNA ):

In modern society, ‘globalization’ and ‘diversity’ are proposed and promoted, and there are increased
opportunities to think about new ways of living. Numbers of international students grow year by year in
Joshibi University of Art and Design, and so do chances for international of exchange in daily life.

This course is delivered in English and Japanese. In this class, it is aimed for international students and
Japanese students to communicate, form pairs or small groups, do research, group work, and make
artwork. In the final weeks of the class, a small exhibition will be held on campus, and artworks will be
displayed and discussed.

WA TIE ITo—NUE—>a>v] & T4A0N=2 7 1] HMEIE. #HEES N, TN S DORIFATREG T
RDBHYFEEZDHRMEZ TVET, ZTFEMAZ TIEFBEENFLAER. KFETOREEHNEERR
DIGEFTIET,

COFEIF. BEBEARBTITONE T, BFELHAANFZEDBAICIZ 22— 3% EBHTEN
TEBREZTWEWERWE T, BERNT. ZEIEIRTRNIIV—FE>T UH—FRI)IL—T7
— 7 PEmEELE T,

FEORBIT. (FRRERET A AHvavhHyET,

Schedule (90 minute classes held weekly over one semester)
BEEtE (% 900 BE—E)

1 Introduction B/

2 Research Ut —F

3-4 Pair and small group making. Groupwork. X7 /T JL—T1EY , TIv—TT—7,
5-6 Research ' —F

7-8 Groupwork Z)L—70—7%

9-1 Artwork making fI{E

12 Install Artworks, Exhibition Start {fE@RERE. BrHIRE S

13-14  Discussion 74 AAv > 3>

15 Discussion & Exhibition End 71 X H v 3 > &BR&T

AR
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