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Hiroshima International Animation Festival: the History
of 36 Years Based on the Spirit of ASIFA (Association
Internationale du Film d’Animation), and Practices by
Sayoko Kinoshita

NAGAO Makiko

The Hiroshima International Animation Festival (Hiroshima
Festival) was established in 1984 as an ASIFA (Association
Internationale du Film d’Animation) endorsed festival in
Asia, and was the first competitive comprehensive animation
festival in Japan. Hiroshima City, which wishes for lasting
peace, and ASIFA, which aims for international friendship
and understanding through the development of animation
art, shared their vision and had held this biennial festival,
organized by Hiroshima City and co-organized by ASIFA-
JAPAN (ASIFA’s Japan Branch).

Hiroshima Festival’s fundamental principle was “to
organize the festival by respecting filmmakers’ viewpoints,”
as advocated by Sayoko Kinoshita, the founder and festival
director. This principle coincided with the spirit of ASIFA. The
festival emphasized fairness of judgement and opportunity,
protection of freedom of expression, protection of copyrights,
etc. Recognized by the Academy Awards and Annie Awards,
and as one of the “world’s four large animation festivals,”
the festival seeks to promote the international development
of animation art by celebrating diversity in animation,
emphasizing the importance of animation as a medium,
fostering international talents, and enhancing filmmakers’
social and economic situations. Due to such contributions,
the festival was a driving force for international cultural
exchanges for peace. However, in 2020, with its 18th edition,
the 36-year legacy of the festival came to a sudden end.

Based on various documents and my interview with Sayoko
Kinoshita, this paper reviews the festival’s fundamental
principles and the history of Kinoshita’s practices, as well as
the spirit of ASIFA, and reconsiders the role and significance
of both the Hiroshima Festival and ASIFA in the promotion
of international art and culture. Also, through such reviews, I
will explore the apt direction for promotion of art and culture
in the present times.
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