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3) 7% 4 Lo X & HANDS / PAPER PILLS /
MOTHER / THE PHILOSOPHER / NOBODY KNOWS /
GODLINESS / A MAN OF IDEAS / ADVENTURE /
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5) “He put his arms about me,” said one. “His fingers were
always playing in my hair,” said another.

6) Their [Biddlebaum’s hands’ ] restless activity, like unto the
beating of the wings on an imprisoned bird, had given him
his name.

7) One afternoon ... calling Adolph Myers [=Wing
Biddlebaum] into the school yard he began to beat him
with his fists. ... As his hand knuckles beat down into the
frightened face of the school master, his wrath became
more and more terrible.

8) The knuckles of the doctor’s hands were extraordinarily
large. When the hands were closed they looked like
clusters of unpainted wooden balls as large as walnuts
fastened together by steel rods.

9) Itis delicious, like the twisted little apples that grow in the
orchards of Winesburg.

10)

11)

15)

16)

17)

18)

19)

They [The twisted little apples] look like the knuckles of
Doctor Reefy’s hands.

In the darkness of her own room she clenched her fists and
glared about. Going to a cloth bag that hung on a nail by
the wall she took out a long pair of sewing scissors and
held them in her hand like a dagger. “I will stab him,” she
said aloud. “He has chosen to be the voice of evil and I
will kill him. When I have killed him something will snap
within myself and I will die also. It will be a release for all
of us.”

Reverend Curtis Hartman turned ... again to George
Willard. “I am delivered. Have no fear.” He held up a
bleeding fist for the young man to see. “I smashed the
glass of the window,” he cried. “Now it will have to be
wholly replaced. The strength of God was in me and [
broke it with my fist.”

) “Well, well, I’ll be washed and ironed and starched!”

Taking the two ten-dollar bills from his pocket he [Elmer
Cowley] thrust them into George Willard’s hand. “Take
them,” he cried. “I don’t want them. Give them to father. I
stole them.” With a snarl of rage he turned and his long
arms began to flay the air. Like one struggling for release
from hands that held him he struck out, hitting George
Willard blow after blow on the breast, the neck, the mouth.
... “I showed him,” he cried. “I guess I showed him. I ain’t
so queer. I guess I showed him [ ain’t so queer.”

The sick woman spent the last few months of her life
hungering for death. Along the road of death she went,
seeking, hungering. She personified the figure of death ...
In the darkness of her room she put out her hand, thrusting
it from under the covers of her bed, and she thought that
death like a living thing put out his hand to her.

In Winesburg the hands had attracted attention merely
because of their activity. With them Wing Biddlebaum had
picked as high as a hundred and forty quarts of
strawberries in a day.

It is delicious, like the twisted little apples that grow in the
orchards of Winesburg. In the fall one walks in the
orchards and the ground is hard with frost underfoot. The
apples have been taken from the trees by the pickers. They
have been put in barrels and shipped to the cities ... . On
the trees are only a few gnarled apples that the pickers
have rejected.

“It is this ...
all crucified. That’s what [ want to say. Don’t you forget that.
Whatever happens, don’t you dare let yourself forget.”

that everyone in the world is Christ and they are

The saloon keeper was a short, broad-shouldered man with
peculiarly marked hands. That flaming kind of birthmark
that sometimes paints with red the faces of men and
women had touched with red Tom Willy’s fingers and the
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backs of his hands. ... It was as though the hands had been
dipped in blood that had dried and faded.

20) With her own hands, Louise Hardy bathed his tired young
body and cooked him food. She ... sat down in a chair to
hold him in her arms. For an hour the woman sat in the
darkness and held her boy.
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Anderson, Sherwood. Winesburg, Ohio. New York, Penguin
Books, 1986. First published 1919.
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How much do hands convey? : The depiction of “hands”
in Sherwood Anderson’s Winesburg, Ohio

WASHIYA Satomi

Sherwood Anderson’s novel Winesburg, Ohio (1919) is
popular both in the USA and Japan. All the characters in this
novel suffer from loneliness in a drastically changing society.
In this essay, the depiction of hands is carefully examined and
the study leads to the conclusion that the author successfully
conveys the shared feeling of loneliness using the “hands”
depiction.



