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Abstract

This report examines the “Coexisting with Nature. 
Ama Divers & Artists. Then & Now. Dive into Ijikacho 
and Jimbocho.” exhibition in relation to curatorial 
considerations. Firstly, the results of an online 
questionnaire are documented, and considered in concern 
to themes important to the development of the exhibition 
structures. Secondly, the ways the creative theme of 
‘Touch’ informed exhibition curation are detailed. 
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Section 1

Introduction
In 2020–21, the “Coexisting with Nature. Ama Divers & 

Artists. Then & Now. Dive into Ijikacho and Jimbocho”. 
Exhibition was held in Tokyo and Mie Prefecture, 
Japan. The exhibition was able to be realized despite 
the COVID-19 pandemic influencing exhibition periods, 
artist research methods, promotion, and attendance. The 
exhibition was received favorably in the communities 
involved, and attracted domestic and international viewers. 
A website and SNS accounts (Facebook and Instagram) for 
the exhibition were created to share information online.

1. Exhibition Details
Artworks were of two categories. 
1: Artworks inspired by contemporary ama divers living 
and diving in Ijikacho, Toba, Mie Prefecture. These 
artworks were exhibited outdoors in the Ijika Port area 
and in Ijikacho Japanese style hotels. 
2: Artworks inspired by historical ukiyoe prints featuring 
depictions of ama divers. These artworks were exhibited 
in Toba Sea-Folk Museum and Jimbocho rare book stores.
Documentation of the Ijikacho exhibition was presented in 
the exhibition spaces of Jimbocho, along with other ama 
diver and Toba related information.
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Figure 1. Exhibition Flyer




















