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Reconsideration of Nagamasa KAWAKITA’s “laissez-faire
policy”
ZHANG Ying

Nagamasa KAWAKITA was an important figure in the
Shanghai film industry during the war time (1937-1945). In
particular, his so-called “laissez-faire policy” of giving the
Chinese the freedom to produce films is seen as a policy
far removed from the national policy of Japan at the time.
This policy was deeply related to Kawakita's character and
experience, and his trust in the arts and in people. This attitude
contrasts favourably with his distrust of the state, but from this
perspective, it seems necessary to reconsider the expression
“laissez-faire” found in previous studies. In this study, the
policy of laissez-faire, and the nature beyond its name, will
be analyzed in light of this characterization of Nagamasa
KAWAKITA.
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