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The effect of appreciation of beauty on “beautiful deeds”
MAKIHARA Reika / NISHIGUCHI Yuki / MAEDA Motonari

In the Taisho era (1912—-1926), KISHIDA Ryusei argued
that real moral education could be provided through education
in drawing and art appreciation, rather than moral training
at that time. On the other hand, prior neuropsychological
research has shown that the medial orbitofrontal cortex in the
brain is activated when we see beautiful things, and that it is
activated not only by visual beauty but also by moral beauty
in the same way.

Based on this, we conducted an experiment based on the
idea that the judgment of moral beauty or ugliness in behavior
and prosocial behavior, which is generally considered a moral
act, may be affected when people visually appreciate “beauty.”
In the experiment, subjects were divided into three groups.
One group was shown beautiful images, one group was shown
neutral images, and one group was not shown images. We
asked these groups to rate the beauty of the images, rate the
beauty of the example sentences of the actions, and to offer a
hypothetical donation amount.

The results of the experiment showed that seeing beautiful
things did not change the degree to which they judged moral
actions to be beautiful, but they were somewhat more lenient
in their judgments of non-moral actions. Furthermore, we
found that seeing a beautiful object influenced subsequent
hypothetical donation behavior, with the aesthetic experience
producing slightly stronger prosocial behavior.

These results support the idea that aesthetic experiences
change people’s moral behavior. This supports KISHIDA’s
assertion that the purpose and utility of art education is moral
education.

These findings also suggest that promoting intrinsically
prosocial behavior through aesthetic experiences in
appreciation education contributes to one of the goals of art
education, which is to cultivate “rich emotionality.”



